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when Colonial Secretary, and in 1899 the government took over
the responsibilities of the company and established the pro-
tectorate of Nigeria., which for the first twenty years of the present
century was governed by Sir Frederick Lugard, a soldier who had
played important parts elsewhere in Tropical Africa and became
one of the greatest of British colonial administrators. In early
days Nigeria, and indeed West Africa generally, was known as
ethe white man's grave'. Modern medicine, more particularly
the discovery of the cause and consequently the means of pro-
tection against malaria, have altered all that, but it can never be
a country for European settlement.

East Africa. Our interest in Uganda began with missionary
enterprise. In 1875 the explorer Stanley, who visited the
country, persuaded the King of the Buganda, perhaps the more
civilized of all Tropical African peoples, to issue an appeal for
Church of England missionaries, which was published in the
Daily Telegraph. Among those who responded was Mackay,
an engineer as well as a missionary, who rendered the country
great service in both capacities. But ea new king arose who knew
not Joseph*. The missionaries were in danger of their lives, and
in 1890 the Imperial British East African Company, which had
been founded to develop trade in East Africa, sent a small
military expedition to the country. Uganda was annexed as a
British protectorate in 1893 by Gladstone's last government, with
Gladstone's very reluctant consent.

It remained to connect Uganda with the outside world, and a
railway was built, mainly by labour imported from India, from
the port of Mombasa. This railway ran through the highlands
of what is now called Kenya, one of the very few districts of
Tropical Africa suitable, by reason of its altitude, for permanent
settlement by Europeans. It is a curious fact that Chamberlain
offered these highlands to the Zionist Jews as an alternative to
Palestine. They refused it, and there is to-day a small but
fairly flourishing British community established there, with its
capital at Nairobi.

Railways. It will be noticed that in both East and West Africa,
as also in Rhodesia, the foundations were laid by chartered
companies, similar in many respects to the East India Company
that had established British rule in India long ago. It is also
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